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NE of the largest and most repre- 
sentative American dictionaries de- 
votes a supplement of over forty 
pages to proper names. It gives 
Longfellow, Whittier, Holmes, Eus- 
sell and even N. P. Willis, with 
dates of birth and death; but it does not give 
Edgar Allan Poe. The dictionary is published 
by a very devout firm, which, nevertheless does 
not hesitate to bring out supposedly alluring 
books on Paris, if it sees a chance of making 
money out of them. But because on various 
occasions between January 19, 1809 and Octo- 
ber 7, 1849, Poe gazed too fondly upon the wine 
when it was red, his name, more widely known 
in Prance and probably in most foreign coun- 
tries, than that of any other American poet and 
writer of psychological tales, cannot be taken up 
in an American dictionary published half a 
century after his tragic death! One could not 
ask for a more striking example of American 
cant and hypocrisy. 
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Those who have appreciated Poe and have 
been obliged to chafe under the continued at- 
tempts to deny him his due place in literature, 
because he was at times the victim of drink — 
which, of course, has nothing whatever to do 
with his standing as an author and in any 
covintry but this would not be allowed to have 
— will be glad to learn that the Houghton 
Mifflin Company has just published a definitive 
edition of his complete poems, the text being 
revised from final material left by him, but 
never before used. The volume is edited by J. 
H. Whitty, of Baltimore, who has supplied a 
memoir that also may be called definitive and 
elaborate textual notes, given in a supplement 
by themselves and not introduced in the text 
itself. 

Shortly before his death Poe revised and 
republished "The Eaven" in the "Eichmond 
Examiner" and, at the time of his death, there 
were standing in type in the "Examiner" office, 
ready to be printed with his revisions, thirteen 
other poems, including "The Sleeper," 
"Lenore," "Dream-Land," "The Conqueror 
Worm" and "The Bells." Of these only "Dream- 
Land" appeared. Fortunately, however, the 
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THE proofs of the other poems, with Poe's revision, 
LOTUS were retained by one of the printers and event- 
ually were placed in Mr. Whitty's hands. "The 
Raven" as printed in "The Examiner" shortly 
before Poe's death and the other poems with 
the text as revised by him, will be found in this 
definitive edition. 

The notes form an elaborate variorum text; 
and there is a valuable bibliography of the 
poems arranged according to the year in which 
they were first published and giving the dates 
and media of later publication. Mr. Whitty's 
notes on "The Raven" show that the poem exists 
in no less than eight states, Poe having revised 
it seven times for republication, his final revision 
having been made for the "Richmond Ex- 
aminer," in which it appeared September 25, 
1849 — less than a fortnight before the poet's 
death. 
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